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Submission Instructions

The deadline for submitting new projects comes once per quarter: January 15, April 15, July 15, and October 15. The below materials, including application fee payment, must be received by 5 pm on the deadline. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fiscal Sponsorship Application Form and Proposal
Complete the application form (located on page 2). In addition, submit a formal proposal that addresses all of the requirements outlined on page 3. Submit both of these elements as one pdf file attachment.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Budget

Be sure to include the budget requirements outlined on page 3. Please see our website for a sample budget. http://southerndocumentaryfund.org/apply-for-sponsorship/
Attach your budget document as a separate pdf file.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Work Sample

Upload onto Vimeo or YouTube a sample of the project for which you are applying. Include video links and any applicable passwords with your proposal.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Submit

Email your completed submission documents to: info@southerndocumentaryfund.org

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Application Fee

Send a $50 check payable to "The Southern Documentary Fund" at:

The Southern Documentary Fund

762 Ninth St. #574

Durham, NC 27705

Please note that your application is not complete until the application fee has been paid.
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 Fiscal Sponsorship Application Form
Date: 

Project Director(s):

Contact Organization:

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

Telephone: (W)


 (H)



 

Email: 

Project Title:

Format: 



Length:

 
Genre: 

Stage of Production: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Pre-Production 
   FORMCHECKBOX 
Production          FORMCHECKBOX 
Post-Production Distribution

Total Project Budget: $

Is this your first media project?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

If no, amount of cash raised for previous film/video project: $

What is your filmmaking background or experience? 

Have you been fiscally sponsored before by SDF?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

If yes, for what project?
1-2 Sentence Description of Project:

Are you a U.S. Citizen?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

If you are not a U.S. citizen, you must have a social security number or a Federal ID number to be eligible for fiscal sponsorship. Please indicate which one you have. 

How did you hear about the Southern Documentary Fund? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Internet Search 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
SDF Representative 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Referral from a friend or colleague

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other: (please list)
Proposal Requirements

Title Page: Include a 1-2 sentence description of the project, the length and format of the project, and contact information for the project director(s). The short description should give a clear sense of the subject matter, the point of view, and narrative style of your project.

Introduction/Background: Provide information about the subject matter addressed in the project (generally 2-3 paragraphs). Why is the project needed and how did you become involved with it? Have there been other projects on the same topic? If yes, how is yours different?

Project Description: Describe the film/video specifically and visually, explaining the approach to the subject, the style, and organization of the material (generally a page and half).

Audience and Distribution Strategy: Who is your primary audience? Describe them in as much detail as possible. For whom are you making this project? How will you reach them? What venues or distributors will you be approaching and why?

Fundraising Plan: Include the total costs of the project (and, if applicable, the amount raised or committed to date in the form of contributions, in-kind donations of services or equipment, waived fees, etc.) and the fundraising goal, with a discussion of the strategy and sources for raising funds. How are you going to fund this project? Give specific names of foundations, corporations and agencies that you will be applying to for your project. Specify the amounts you are planning on requesting from these sources and any funds you have already received so that they add up to the total amount of your budget. Are you going to individual donors for solicitations? Are you planning a fundraiser?, etc. If available, please include information on other projects for which you have successfully raised funds. Applications without a thorough fundraising plan will not be considered.

Project Status and Completion Timeline: Outline what has been accomplished to date, and the stages and approximate lengths of time for each stage leading to completion.

Key Personnel: Include a paragraph about each of the project's principal production staff (or include resumes and biographies for each). If applicable, you may also include references and letters of recommendation in this section.

Work Sample Descriptions and Links: You must submit work sample of the project for which you are applying. If you do not have a sample of the project for which you are applying, please submit a sample of your previous work. If this is your first project of any kind, we will consider a sample from members of your principal production team (a director, co-producer, writer, cinematographer, or editor, for example). Provide a 1-2 paragraph explanation of any works samples you are submitting with your application. Include links where these items can be viewed and be sure to provide any password protection for sites, such as vimeo or youtube. 

Project Budget: Outline your income and expenses. We suggest a three-column format with the total budget, in-kind, and amount needed. The budget may be arranged either chronologically (pre-production, production, and post-production, and, if appropriate, distribution) or by key areas of expense (e.g. salaries, fees, supplies, equipment rentals, travel, services, office, etc.). In either case, the budget breakdown should include unit pricing, as well as grand totals. It should list expenditures already made on the project and itemize in-kind contributions, whether previously made or anticipated. In most cases, the budget should be no more than 4 pages.
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